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He was most sympathetic and kind [Halifax wrote in his diary].
Kept us to luncheon. More talk after luncheon. Agreed that I
should try to find two dependable people who might come back
to Malines and continue the conversation we had had with him.
Everything really seemed very hopeful.6

It will be observed that Halifax and Portal had returned
to the project of conferences between selected Romans and
Anglicans, the purpose from which they had previously been
diverted by the enquiry into Anglican Orders. The proposal at
first surprised Merrier who, knowing little of the situation in
England, asked Halifax why he did not address himself to the
Catholic authorities of his own country, When Halifax ex-
plained that there was a lack of sympathy in that quarter, the
Cardinal agreed to sponsor the Conversations,

Halifax and Portal then continued their tour of the battle-
fields, visiting Verdun and Rheims, and ending up at Paris,
where Halifax renewed his acquaintance with some old friends.
He returned to England on the 29th, well satisfied with the re-
sults of his journey. 'As you said, we are beginning again,*7
wrote the Abbe to him on November 4th. Presently Halifax
was able to send a favourable report on the Archbishops*

I have seen the two Archbishops of Canterbury and York.
They were perfect. I have also sent Cardinal Meraer a letter ask-
ing him when it would suit him to receive the two or three per-
sons for whom I am about to look.s

Besides the question of who was to go there was that of what
was to be discussed. As agenda Halifax drew up a short memo-
randum, in which he pointed out that while the fundamental
question was the nature of the Church, to broach it at the outset
might be to create immediate oppositions, owing to the rather
different connotation placed by Anglicans and Roman Catho-
lics upon the term 'Church/ Halifax therefore wished to begin
with other and less contentious subjects, which he went on to